whenever attacked, had but little chance of recovery. The average proportion of deaths in the town of Port of Spain I have heard estimated at twenty daily. This proportion is probably too great. It, however, appears, that, in the course of about four months from the first appearance of the fever, about eight hundred persons had fallen victims to it, in the town and environs of Port of Spain ! The general prevalence of the fever suggested the idea of contagion, and the dreadful mortality that attended it, gave a most melancholy impression of its malignant nature, and cast a general gloom over society. In town the duties of government were necessarily suspended, its efficient members being generally affected by this dreaded disease. The stores and places of business were shut up; trade appeared to cease; all considerations of future benefit gave way to anxiety for present security. Such as had acquaintances in the country abandoned the town. A stillness pervaded the whole, but it was the stillness of fear and alarm.
As the medical practitioners of the island, as well as the military medical officers, were divided in opinion respecting the contagious or non-contagious nature of the fever, it may not be uninteresting to notice such circumstances as appear to be con-^ nected with this view of the subject.
The fever on its first appearance was said to be confined to one particular street, and even to a particular part of that street, and gradually to have spread itself from thence to other parts of the town.
In whatever house the disease appeared, it generally continued there till it had passed through all the members of the family, or all the persons inhabiting that house. 
